[Correlation of natural killer cells with the prognosis of gastric adenocarcinoma].
To evaluate the concentration of Natural Killer cells (NK) cells in adenocarcinoma of the stomach, and its correlation with prognostic factors and survival. Seventy-two patients with gastric adenocarcinoma who underwent gastric resection surgery and D2 lymphadenectomy in the period 1997-2007 were analyzed. The concentration of NK cells was evaluated by immunohistochemistry technique with the reagent CD57. Patients were divided into two groups: high concentration (n = 32) (more than 15 cells per 10 high power field) and low concentration (less or equal than 15 cells per 10 high power field). These two groups were compared with several prognostic factors such as: gender, age, tumor location, tumor differentiation, Lauren classification, stage, lymph nodes involvement, distant metastases and survival. The Kaplan-Meier curve was applied to evaluate survival and multivariate analysis of prognostic factors for evaluation. There was no relationship of NK cells with the several variables studied, except to the tumor stage (p<0.02) with high concentration in more advanced stages. Survival was better (p = 0.0025) in the group of high concentration of NK. The survival analysis in advanced stage shown that the group with high concentration had higher survival (p<0.0001). In multivariate analysis, the concentration of NK cells was an independent prognostic factor (p = 0.0027, Hazard Ratio = 0343). The concentration of NK cells did not differ among the prognostic variables, with the exception of the staging. Patients with high concentration of NK cells showed a higher survival rate when compared to the low concentration, especially in the advanced stage.